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Hot Topics: Planning Folder Locking Update

Users have experienced a number of issues relating to locking of data by SEM.  The term “locking” refers to a “behind-the-scenes” system function of SAP that prevents one user or internal process from altering data that is currently being updated by another user or internal process.

Locks are established when a user opens up a planning folder in SEM and starts to plan on a header combination (such as this one from Bottom-up Project Planning):
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The most commonly reported issue related to locking is the one depicted above.  When a user is using a planning folder, the underlying planning data for the specific combination of header elements is locked.  This prevents two users from inadvertently and unknowingly changing each other’s data. The data remains locked even after a user presses the “Save” icon.  Data is not unlocked until the user exits the planning folder.  This is due to SEM’s data buffering architecture which queues up changes to the underlying data in memory (rather than immediately writing them to the database) until the user closes a planning folder.

During peak planning times, many users can be inconvenienced by locking particularly when users plan without exiting the planning folder between each header combination.

The project recommends that planners who must share planning on the same data header combinations exit planning folders between each unique header combination to help reduce the amount of planning data being locked at any one time.
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Meanwhile, User 2 opens the same folder and sets his header variables to the same values as User 1 (unlikely, but possible).





Because User 1’s data is locked, SEM displays a blank input area as shown here.





No one else can plan on the combination of header elements locked by User 1 until he saves and exits the planning folder.





User 1 is completing his bottom-up project planning for the combination of header elements shown at the left.





SEM has locked the underlying planning data for these header elements for User 1’s exclusive use. 
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