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The Global Rate Refresh and Global SP Allocation buttons have been released into the Production environment.  The BFPO training team is in the process of documenting instructions for using the new functionality.  At this time, there is no need to begin using the new functionality until you receive instructions from the BFPO.
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Project Planners may have noticed that when they select the drop-down value lists or push the “All Values” button to select a Project Definition or WBS element in the project planning folders that only a subset of all values are displayed in the lists.  The reason for this is that there are so many Project Definitions and WBS elements that attempting to display them all in a drop-down list is not feasible.  At the bottom of each of the value lists there is a funnel shaped button that can be used to find desired Project Definitions / WBS Elements by applying a filter (such as 21-101-* which would locate all WBS elements beginning with 21-101).
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It’s important that your center’s ITPOCs have properly set up the saplogon.ini, services file, client and patch level, and that they have tested connectivity through NISSU for Macintosh users.  Browse to http://ifmp.msfc.nasa.gov/soft_config/desktoprequirements.html (login required) to learn more about desktop requirements.
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The training materials instruct BW users to “right-click” on hyperlinks in BW.  The way to emulate a “right-click” on the Macintosh is to press and hold the “control” button on the keyboard while clicking with the mouse.

Mac users need to continue to browse to the BW through NISSU in order for the BW reports to be displayed properly.
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There is now an “IPO Reports” link on the BF Internal Website that you can use to view Budget Formulation System Performance Metrics published by the IPO.  


The following general tips about using the planning folders originate from discussions of some of the “pain points” that the user community has identified during the semi-weekly “war room” telecons:

· When preparing to transfer variables while working in a planning folder’s input area, check to ensure that there are no blank extra blank rows.  If there are blank rows, highlight them and delete them using the trashcan icon before you transfer variables.  Transferring blank rows may cause the system to short dump.

· In planning folders where “Appropriation Type” is part of the header (such as bottom-up project planning), you must choose a valid appropriation type from the list of values.  Do not use “#” for appropriation type even though SEM will permit its use.
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