“Letter from the 5th Floor” – 12/29/03

All,
It’s Monday again, so here’s my “Letter from the 5th Floor” - news from the

5th floor at Headquarters, the home of the IFM Program. I hope everyone had

an enjoyable holiday, and that all of you are gearing up for the New Year

celebrations. With the holiday it’s been pretty quiet here the last few

days obviously, though I do have some important news to pass on.

NASA likely to lose clean audit opinion:

Heads up, this just in! The complexities of the IFM Program’s core finance

module conversion proved to be too difficult to overcome to produce an

unqualified audit opinion for FY03. For reasons separate from this outcome,

the Inspector General plans to retain a new engagement partner/audit firm

to conduct the annual audit. With a single, core financial system

operational in FY04, we will work with the new partner/audit firm

immediately to assure all information is available to facilitate a clean

opinion. More to come on this…will keep you appraised for sure.

Work on the Budget formulation On-Line Quick Reference tool (OLQR)

continues:

Our very own Louise Hamaker is working with the Budget Formulation project

team and the Competency Center to build out the OLQR for Budget

Formulation. The OLQR will provide information covering a system overview,

some navigation basics, your job aids, available BW reports, and of course,

your FAQs and a survival guide. Louise is crunching it to make sure we have

the OLQR completed for the end of February to coincide with the Version 0.5

B release date. Our thanks in advance to Denise Davis and others from the

from the BF project team for all the relevant content, and also to Cathy

Webster who’ll be uploading all of the material down at the Competency

Center. Please feel free to contact Louise.T.Hamaker@nasa.gov for more

information if you need it.

IFM Program annual FTE / travel data soon to be published:

Our resources team will be publishing its annual FTE / Travel Report. This

report provides summary and detail module project data, by Center, for

civil service and contractor support FTE levels and travel dollars. The

report covers the implementation effort from program inception through FY03

as reported by Center CFOs. John Bosco will be overseeing the distribution

of this report, targeted for the week of January 5th, and our thanks to

John and all those involved for completing this bear of a task.

Links to GAO reports:

As I promised in my last letter, the links to the recently published GAO

reports is included in the post script at the end of this letter. Please

notice that where applicable, our response to the report has been included

in the relevant Appendices.

OK, that’s it for today, thanks for your time. One last thing as a

reminder, the distribution of this communication is random - so as always,

please feel free to pass this on, give me email addresses and / or asked to

be struck off! I am also open to receiving your email distribution lists,

to get out to a wider audience and also as I work to provide a little more

rigor over distribution.

Cheers, and all the very best for the New Year, Owen

Post Script:

You may have to cut and paste these into your browser...

1. Business Modernization:  Disciplined Processes Needed to Better Manage

NASA's Integrated Financial Management Program.  GAO-04-118, November 21.

http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-04-118.

2. Business Modernization:  NASA's Challenges in Managing Its Integrated

Financial Management Program.  GAO-04-255, November 21.

http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-04-255.

3. Business Modernization:  NASA's Integrated Financial Management Program

Does Not Fully Address Agency's External Reporting Issues. GAO-04-151,

November 21.http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-04-151.

4. Information Technology:  Architecture Needed to Guide NASA's Financial

Management Modernization.  GAO-04-43, November 21.

http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-04-43.
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